
Why do people take 

drugs?

To feel good
To have novel:

Feelings

Sensations

Experiences

AND 

To share them

To feel 

better
To lessen:

Anxiety 

Worries

Fears

Depression 

Hopelessness

Withdrawal



Genetics

Environment

Gene/
Environment
Interaction



Addiction Potential of Various 

Substances

1. Tobacco 32%

2. Heroin 23%

3. Cocaine 17%

4. Alcohol 15%

5. Sedatives 9%

6. Cannabis                  9%  

If age of start is:

= or < 18 years old +17%

= or < 15 years old +25-50% 



Heroin Use Is Part of a Larger 

Substance Abuse Problem



INCREASED 

EXPOSURE  TO 

DRUGS AND TOXIC 

STRESS AT AN EARLY 

AGE INCREASES RISK


